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| Tackling climate change
on a local level

CARLA THOMAZ | FEATURES WRITER

round engineering and

emaronmental consuliancy

group Golder Associates
isworking with a numbegr of
public- and private-sector organi-
sations to tackle pssues related 1o
climate change and the potential
eftects thit it could have on their
plans and operations,

“There is signilicant global
debate around the causes of
chimate chiange, However, chinges
in global weather patierns such as
INCFeRses 10 [emperiture, exirems
wealher events, such as flooding

and droughis; rsing sea-levels and
rainfall varmbility, are already
evident, and have resulied m the
need for the protection of assets.
i r!'iﬂl.]‘ul‘lil]’c, communigs and
matural ecosystems,” sava Golder
Assoctates climate change scivn-
tist Catherine Hughes,

Golder Assocutes has been
working with the ¢Thekwini
mumicipality to enuble the aity to
adapt or implement measures to
protect communities, its infra-
structure and natural resonrces,
The municipality, together with
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Giolder Assocites. 1s develop-
ing community-based adapta-
tlion strategies through commu-
nily participation, and s mak-
g wse of tradivonal knowledge
and reactions to floads, temper-
ature changes and food security
I5stles

Increasing lemperatures and
chunging rainlal] patterns could
ulse allect maize production,
which s the staple diet of many,
savs Hughes, Thus, Golder
Associates s undertaking o com-
munity project on behall of the

munieipidity that triud-tests the
plimting of other crops, such s
cissiava and sorghum, that could
potentially be used s a source of
food by local communitivs, The
praject. which is being funded by
Duamish funding agency Diinidia.
bas behd v commvmny Sbased
covk-ofTs that allow commumiy
members o iry new recipes using
the different crops.

Apart from introducing poten-
tia] new crops to local communi-
ties, the mumcipaliny s also trying
Lo supplement the communitics’
witler supply through rinwater
harvesting projects.

“Wiiter availability s predicied
to become less relinble with
climate change, and therelore the
munietpality is piloting the use of
tanks thiat will collect munwater,”
Hughes concludes
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